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as the case may be, shall have the right to institute and enforce such measures, 
subject to the approval of the committee of public health of the county board of 
health. Likewise, when any cause of disease, or any condition likely to be- 
come a cause, exists in a county, or in 4 municipality, the board of county com- 
missioners or other like board, or the mayor and council, according to the loca- 
tion of said cause of condition, shall, on the recommendation of the county 
health officer, or on that of the municipal health officer, as the case may be, 
possess, and at their discretion may exercise, the right of appropriating and ex- 
pending such funds as may be necessary to remove or abate said cause or con- 
dition. If, however, the cause or condition be due to neglect or inattention on 
the part of one or more persons, the cost of abatement shall be taxed against 
the party or parties responsible therefor and collected as other taxes are cob 
lected. 

State Board of Health, County Boards of Health, and Municipal Health 
Officers— Duties of. (Act Sept. 22, 1915.) 

1. That section 702 of the code be amended so as to read : 
702. The State board of health shall, through its executive officer, have au- 
thority and jurisdiction— 

(1) To exercise general control over the enforcement of the laws relating to 
public health. 

(2) To investigate the causes, modes of propagation, and means of preven- 
tion of endemic, epidemic, infectious, and contagious diseases. 

(3) To investigate the influence of localities and employments on the health 
of the people. 

(4) To inspect all public schools, hospitals, asylums, jails, almshouses, thea- 
ters, opera houses, courthouses, public halls, prisons, markets, public dairies, 
public slaughter pens or houses, depots, passenger cars, industrial and manu- 
facturing establishments, and other public places and institutions of like char- 
acter, and whenever insanitary conditions in any of these places, institutions, 
or establishments, or conditions prejudicial to health, or likely to become so, are 
found, proper steps shall be taken to have such conditions corrected or abated. 

(5) To examine the sources of supply, reservoirs, and avenues of conveyance 
of drinking water furnished to incorporated cities and towns, and whenever 
these waters are found polluted, or conditions are discovered likely to bring 
about their pollution, proper steps shall be taken to improve or correct condi- 
tions. 

(6) To prescribe and publish rules for the sanitation of depots and passenger 
cars on all railroads in the State, including the territory contiguous to said 
railroads. 

(7) To exercise general supervision and control over county boards of health 
and over county and municipal health officers in the enforcement of the public 
health laws of the State in their respective counties and municipalities. 

(8) To notify the court of county commissioners, or board of like character, 
of any county, or the mayor and council of any municipality, whenever it 
appears that the health officer of such county or municipality is negligent or 
Inattentive to his official duties, whereupon it shall be the duty of said county 
or municipal officials to suspend the payment of the salary of their health 
officer until such time as an investigation of the alleged negligence and inatten- 
tion can be procured in accordance with subsection (11) of section 703 of this 
code. At the end of such investigation it shall be the duty of the State board of 
health, through its executive officer, to inform the court of county commis- 
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sioners, or board of like character, or the mayor and council of any munici- 
pality, as the case may be, of the result of the investigation, which result shall 
be binding on the said court of county commissioners, or board of like char- 
acter, or on the mayor and council of any municipality, as the case may be. 

(9) To act as an advisory board to the State in all sanitary and medical 
matters. 

2. That section 703 of the code be amended so as to read : 

703. It shall be the duty of county boards of health : 

(1) To supervise the enforcement of the health laws of the State in their re- 
spective counties, including all ordinances legally adopted by said counties, 
and by all municipalities therein, and to supervise the enforcement of the law 
for the collection of vital and mortuary statistics in their respective counties 
and in all municipalities thereof. 

(2) To investigate through their committees of public health and health 
officers cases, or outbreaks, of any of the diseases enumerated in section 716 of 
this code and to enforce such measures for the prevention, or extermination, of 
said diseases as are authorized by law. 

(3) To investigate through their committees of public health and health offi- 
cers all nuisances to public health against which complaint has been alleged, 
and whenever a complaint is ascertained to be well founded they shall, through 
said committees and health officers, take such steps for the abatement of the 
nuisance complained of as the law provides. 

(4) To exercise through their committees of public health and health officers 
special supervision over the sanitary conditions of public schools, hospitals, 
asylums, jails, almshouses, theaters, opera houses, courthouses, prisons, markets, 
public dairies, slaughter pens or houses, and depots and passenger cars on all lines 
of railroads in their respective counties, including the territory contiguous to 
said lines of railway ; also, over the sources of supply, reservoirs, and avenues of 
conveyance of drinking water furnished to incorporated towns in their respective 
counties ; and whenever unsanitary conditions are found in any of these places 
or institutions, it shall be the duty of the executive officer, or other official of 
the State board of health, to order the county or municipal health officer under 
whose jurisdiction the unsanitary condition is found to use all authority in his 
power to have the same abated. 

(5) To elect a health officer for the county and to fix his term of office: Pro- 
vided, That it be not fixed at less than three years, the jurisdiction of which 
officer shall extend to all parts of the county except such as are comprised within 
the limits of incorporated cities or towns within the county : Provided further. 
That a county health officer shall be eligible for election to the position of 
health officer of any one or more of the municipalities within the county. 

(6) To elect a health officer for every incorporated city and town in the 
county and to fix his term of office : Provided, That it be not fixed for a shorter 
period than three years. For all health officers so elected the authorities of the 
respective cities and towns shall fix fair salaries. 

(7) To elect physicians to attend the inmates of the county poor house and 
jail and to fix the terms of office of such physicians : Provided, That they be not 
fixed for shorter periods than three years ; And provided furtlier, That both of 
said positions may be filled by the same physician, or by the county health 
officer. The court of county commissioners or other board of like character 
shall fix fair salaries for such physicians as may be elected to fill said positions, 
or for the county health officer should he be elected to fill said positions, or any 
one of them. 
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(8) To require the county health officer to submit to the judge of probate 
and county commissioners or other board of like character monthly reports, 
and also an annual report, on blank forms to be supplied by the State board 
of health, giving a full and complete account of all public health and sanitary 
work done in the county, together with such information, suggestions, and 
recommendations in regard to the protection of the health of the people as said 
board may deem proper: Provided, That the annual report shall include the 
vital and mortuary statistics of the county and of all municipalities therein. 

(9) To require the health officer of every municipality in the county to 
submit to the mayor and council of his municipality monthly reports on blanks 
prescribed by the State board of health, containing full information as to pre- 
vailing health and sanitary conditions; also an annual report, likewise on 
blanks prescribed by the State board of health, containing full and complete 
information of all public health and sanitary work done in the municipality 
for the preceding year, which report shall include the vital and mortuary sta- 
stistiCs of the municipality and such other information, suggestions, and recom- 
mendations in regard to the protection of the health of the people as said board 
may deem proper. 

(10) To require the county health officer to forward to the State board of 
health by or before the 10th day of each calendar month a report of all births 
and deaths, specifying the causes of the latter that have occurred in the county, 
including all municipalities therein, for the preceding month; also, by or before 
the 1st day of March of each year, an annual report containing a full account 
of all public health and sanitary work done in the county during the preceding 
year, which report shall include the vital and mortuary statistics of the county 
and of all municipalities therein ; and may contain such other information, sug- 
gestions, and recommedations in regard to the protection of the health of the 
people as said board may deem proper. 

(11) To investigate the charges and specifications against health officers — 
county or municipal — as follows : Whenever a member of a county medical 
society, the executive officer of the State board of health, or other person sub- 
mits written charges and specifications against the health officer of a county, 
or the health officer of a municipality therein, to such society, the president of 
the society shall refer the charges and specifications, without discussion, to 
the board of censors of the society for investigation and report, and shall 
instruct the secretary of the society to furnish the health officer, against whom 
charges and specifications are submitted, and the board of censors to which 
they were referred, certified copies thereof. The board of censors shall then 
appoint a time, and place for investigating the charges and specifications and 
shall notify the health officer concerned and the party or parties making the 
charges and specifications of the time and place for the hearing; and shall 
further notify said parties that they will be accorded the privilege of being 
heard in person, or by counsel, or both, and of introducing such witnesses and 
written testimony as may be germane to the questions at issue. When the 
investigation has been completed and the board of censors is ready to report, 
it shall notify the president of the county medical society of that fact, where- 
upon the president shall call a meeting of the society, unless the time for a 
regular meeting be near at hand, giving the members not less than five full 
days' notice thereof and explaining to them the object of the meeting. When 
the county medical society meets in accordance with such notice, the board of 
censors shall submit a complete and circumstantial report of the investigation 
with which it was charged. After hearing the report and after such discus- 
sion thereof as may be deemed proper by the presiding officer, the society 
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may take action In either of the following ways: (a) It may entirely exonerate 
the health officer; (b) it may censure him; (c) it may impose a forfeiture of 
salary for such period of time as the society may deem just and proper; (d) it 
may remove the health officer from his position, to take effect in not less than 
10 nor more than 15 days, all ballots being taken by ayes and noes and recorded 
in the minutes of the meeting. When the verdict rendered is removal from 
office, it shall be the duty of the county society to hold another meeting before 
the time arrives for the health officer to retire from office for the purpose of 
electing a successor : Provided, That the officer just removed shall not be eligible 
to succeed himself. 

3. That subdivisions (a), (e), (ft), and (;) of section 710 of the code be 
amended so as to read : 

It shall be the duty of the health officer of a municipality : 

710. Subdivisions (a). — To keep, under regulations prescribed by the State 
board of health, a book to be styled the register of births, in which he shall 
register, so far as reported to him, the sex, race, and color of every child born 
in the municipality, the date of such birth, the name or names, age or ages, 
race, color, and occupation of the parent, or parents, together with such other 
details as said regulations may require ; also, a book to be styled the register of 
deaths, in which he shall register the names, so far as reported to him, of all 
persons who die in the municipality, specifying the date, place, and cause of 
death, also the sex, color, race, previous occupation, and so far as can be ascer- 
tained the age of each deceased person, together with such other details as may 
be required by said regulations; also, a book to be styled the register of in- 
fectious diseases, in which he shall register, so far as reported to him, the name, 
age, sex, color, race, occupation, and place of residence, together with such other 
details as may be required by said regulations of all persons who may be at- 
tacked by any of the diseases enumerated in section 716 of this code; all of 
which registers shall be furnished by the authorities of the municipalities, and 
when filled, shall be filed by the health officer of the municipality in the office 
of the judge of probate in the county, who shall receipt therefor, and which 
receipts shall be forwarded by the municipal health officer to the State health 
officer for permanent filing. 

Subdivision (e). — To make a general inspection of the municipality once 
each month and should he discover any unsanitary conditions it shall be his 
duty to cause such unsanitary conditions to be abated in so far as he is au- 
thorized by law ; to visit the municipal prisons and any charitable institutions 
under the control of the municipality once each month, and to make a careful 
investigation as respects the drinking water, the food, the clothing and bedding, 
supplied to the prisoners or inmates ; also, as to the ventilation, air space, heat- 
ing and bathing facilities, closets, drainage, drinking water, etc., of these in- 
stitutions and when any of said supplies are found to be inadequate in quantity, 
or bad in quality, or any of said conditions unsanitary, it shall be his duty to 
make, in writing, a circumstantial report thereof to the mayor and council of 
the municipality and to forward duplicates of said report to the county board 
of health and to the State health officer. 

Subdivision (h). — To make to the municipal authorities and to the county 
board of health such reports of his official acts and at such times as said au- 
thorities and said board may prescribe. 

Subdivision (;'). — To attend conferences of health officers when summoned 
by the State health officer so to do, and to discharge such other health func- 
tions as are, or may be, required of him by law. 



